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against the fortifications until the Spanish fleet had been dis-
posed of were discussed.

The range for this reconnaissance was chosen at seven thou-
sand yards, and for a day or two afterwards was thought to have
been that distance. This range was determined by Lieutenant
Potts, but was about as inexact as his memory was after three
years had elapsed. The enemy had no trouble at all in reach-
ing our ships, for a. number of their shells fell well outside them.
The conclusion must be that their guns were superior in range
to ours if the range., apparently guessed at by Mr. Potts, was
so much in error.

Clouds of powder smoke were seen to arise from the harbor,
lying back of the hills, which was interpreted to mean that the
Spanish ships were in port, and this assumption was correct, as
we now know that the vessels were there at that time.

The reconnaissance, at whatever range, settled definitely and
for the first time two vital points, first, that Cervera's fleet was
in Santiago, and, second, that the fortifications had some good
long-range guns well placed and capable of injuring the ships
on the blockading lines whenever the enemy desired to become
aggressive. It was a perfectly well-known method in military
operations to ascertain the location of batteries and to test their
strength from the moment when gunpowder and guns became
known in warfare. Why a commander should be brought under
censure for not risking his ships or the lives of his men. in such
operations, when the purpose to be reached could be accom-
plished without doing either, is another of the anomalies of this
incident.

On June 1st Admiral Sampson arrived off Santiago and, in
the call made upon him,, the entire situation was explained. The
Colon was pointed out, and he was thanked for his telegram of
congratulation upon the Flying Squadron's success in locating
and blockading Cervera's fleet. No complaint was made of the
blockade as found, no fault was expressed with the operations
as reported, and no manifestations of disapproval in any form
were suggested by Admiral Sampson at that time. The situa-
tion of the Colon had not changed on the morning when the
New York arrived, for her log-book records that she did not
shift her position until 10.35 A.M. The fact that the com-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